
MINUTES 

ATHENS MUNICIPAL-REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Janice Hardaway 
Ann Davis 
Ralph Fenton 
Chairman Kenny Charles 
Dick Pelley 

July 7, 2014 

12:00 P.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Tom Hamilton 
Eric Newberry 

OTHERS ATTENDING 
Anthony Casteel 
Gene McConkey 
LeaAnn Arbuthnot 
Mary Scudder 
Jim Dyer 
Andy Brusseau 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the May 5, 2014, meeting were read and approved on motion by Dick Pelley; 
seconded by Ralph Fenton; vote - unanimous. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Zoning Code Amendment to address parking standards for Colleges and Universities in 
Section 4.03.02 and Section 4.03.06 

Mr. Casteel said. "We all discussed this at the work session. about whether we needed to address 
this or not and what I did, I just put the same thing back in there that we brought to you all before. 
but you all felt like maybe we shouldn't do anything so I'll just leave that up to you all. If you 
want to go with what we've got then we can recommend that to City Council or if you think that 
it's something that doesn't need to be addressed at this time then we can come back and look at it 
later. 

Dr. Pelley asked. "Is this what's in here now." 

Mr. Casteel answered, 'No, there is nothing: what's in there n w is just A, B, and C. high school 
"D" is not there at all. This is exactly what's in the code for minimum and maximum when it 
comes to schools public and private." 

Mrs. Hardaway asked, 'So there is no particular concern right now just being proactive?' 
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Mr. Casteel replied, "Well, like you said, TWC's what brought this to our attention because they 
were concerned about parking having to be added for another building that they were going to put 
up so we thought we could address that in our parking code before it ever came up. But they're not 
planning on doing that building until late 201 5 or 2016. So, we do have a little bit of time." 

Dr. Pelley asked, "What do you intend, right now how many parking spaces do we have at TWC." 

Mr. Casteel said, "They're saying right around seven hundred parking spaces. I have to go back 
and look at that email, however I believe he (Lany Wallace) said they have six hundred eighty
seven day students right now at the Athens campus." 

After further discussion Mr. Fenton said, "I think what's on here will cover us." 

Everyone was comfortable with the amendment changes. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

NEW BUSINESS 

To a2prove the request to make changes to the zoning code to address 
parking standards for Colleges and Universities in Section 4.03.02 and 
Section 4.03.06 

Dick Pelley 
Ann Davis 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

1. Rezoning request by Keith Memorial Church located at 600 West Madison Avenue Tax Map 
56M Group A Parcel 077.00 from R-2 Medium Density Residential to B-1 Local Business 
District. 

Mr. Charles stated there was a zoning request for Keith Memorial and asked LeaAnn Arbuthnot to 
step up and let the Commission know what they are asking for. He also stated that she represented 
Keith Church and they are asking to be let in the Local Business District in order to be able to put 
up a sign. 

Mr. Casteel stated that it was an LED sign and that rezoning would also make all church functions 
a little easier in the commercial zone if they ever wanted to branch out and do other stuff. Ms. 
Arbuthnot agreed with Mr. Casteel. Mr. Casteel said that staff recommended approval of the 
request. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To approve the request as presented. 

Ralph Fenton 
Ann Davis 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 
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2. Various Zoning Code Amendments that will delete certain irrelevant items, correct certain 

typos, and make additional corrections to various sections throughout the code. 

Mr. Casteel said that these were house cleaning, typos and deleting inelevant items. We re not 
doing anything else except in the Tel ecommunications section. We're changing items in that 
section that need to go to the Board of Zoning Appeals instead of the Planning Commission. It is 
something that he missed earlier when he did the update. The only thing that this Board will 
approve on Telecommunication site in the future is the access point. 

Mrs. Hardaway asked if anything causes these amendments to be misinterpreted and Mr. Casteel 
said that some of the information is referring to old districts and the districts have been changed. 

There was further discussion and a motion was made. 

MOTION: That the amendments be accepted as presented. 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

Janice Hardaway 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS FROM AUDIENCE 

There were no petitions or requests from audience. 

STAFF REPORT 
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Ralph Fenton, Secretary 


